Grammar of Classical Chinese
between Philology and Typology

Measuring degree of nominalisation

in Classical Chinese (part II)

Lukas Zadrapa
Department of Sinology, Charles University (Prague)



Consultation of examples in TLS:

for possible good examples of nominalised verbs:
syntactic category nab @ semantic category act

for possible good examples of nominalised clauses:
syntactic category NPab{S}

for subject and object coded explicitly as possessors:
=2.: GENITIVE PARTICLES, various lexemes with syntactic category npropostN1.adN2



syntax-like=
inflexion:

balanced

balanced

they hunt

balanced

EITE

17 *g'ray

The king enacts policies.

deranked (“weak” nominalisation)

subordination

that they hunt  them hunting

deranked-subordinated
FZTBHhER

17 *g'ran

The way the king enacts policies is fine.

lexicon-like=
word formation:

“strong” nominalisation

nominalisation
- action nouns
- modal nouns (47)

- agent (F), patient (&), instrument (&)

their hunting a hunt

nominalised-lexicalised
I8

17 *g'ran-s

The king’s behaviour is fine.

FirE

17 *g'ran-s

The behaviour of kings is fine.
Kingly behaviour is fine.



agent
patient

agent
patient

agent
patient

Universal effects of subordination + nominalisation:

1) different coding of participants
2) reduction of participants

they hunt hares

S=nominative
O=accusative

(is) lepores venatur

S=nominative
O=accusative

(@) lié tu K%

wn

them to hunt hares
them hunting hares their hunting hares

O=dative genitive
O=accusative O=accusative

(eum) lepores venari

O=accusative
O=accusative

(qi) lie to (F) % %

genitive
0

their hunting of hares
genitive;

genitive;

(eius?) leporum vénatio
(eius?) leporum venatus
genitive; (7)

genitive;

(qi) lie tu ()%

genitive
0

their hare-hunt

genitive
incorporation

(qf) tulie G

genitive
incorporation



T+ D 7 S NI S
wdng yi bing sha qudn yu miao
king INSTR weapon kil dog Loc ancestral temple

The king killed a/the dog with a/the weapon in the ancestral temple.

TE [+ 2 PAIC R i .
wu  zhi zhi ye

1 know GEN/DEP PTCL
TR Hooo& R E

wdng jian sha yu wdng

dog PASs kill by king

The dog was killed by the king.

M R Z oo R E] .
wu  zhi zhi yé
1 know GEN/DEP PTCL

I know that the dog was killed by the king. =
[ know about the dog‘s having been killed by the king.

tu(-)lie %8 ‘hare hunt’ T
qudn(-)sha R:#%, ‘dog massacre’ T
miao(-)sha & #% ‘the killing in the ancestral temple’

bing(-)sha fe#% ‘the killing with a weapon’

R

T2 R

R M



Criteria of lexicalisation:

a) morphology
b) frequency
c) lexical semantics

d) distributional properties



a) morphology
It may offer, if present, a very compelling proof of lexicalisation (main source: Jingdidn shiwén X BLFEN, ca. 580 AD).

exceptional for action/property nouns, but typically not pure ones (“modal action nouns”):

17 xing xing *g'rarg *giran-s ‘to act’ ‘a kind of acting’ > ‘behaviour’
R shén [shen] *lom *lom-s ‘deep’ ‘depth’

cf. also:

* wdng wang *6"ar *c"ag-s ‘king’ ‘become the true king; (to rule)’

common for other types of nominalisation (agent/subject/patient/instrument):

3 chéng sheng *Ca.lay *Ca.lap-s ‘to ride’ ‘carriage’
o chudn zhuan *m-tron *N-tron-s ‘to transmit’ ‘document’
= dii duo *diak *d'ak-s ‘to measure’ ‘measure’
= lidng liang *rang *ran-s ‘to measure’ ‘measure’
{5 shi [shi] *s-ro? *s-ro? ‘to send’ ‘envoy’

#  ndnnan *n'ar *n'ar-s difficult’ difficulty’
pal = =

*tre > *tre-s > *tre-s

to understand intelligent intelligence ?

intelligence intelligent ?



b) frequency

If a deverbal noun occurs frequently enough in the extant corpus, it signals that it is very probably lexicalised. The
major difficulty with this criterion is that it can be applied only on a small part of the expressions under scrutiny. The
statistics for the much larger part cannot serve as decisive evidence, since the occurrence frequency of those words in
general is far too low.

c) lexical semantics

Traditionally and quite appropriately, if a morphological product exhibits a semantic aberration that is not perfectly
transparent, that is, it cannot be computed on the basis of syntactic or at least other highly productive rules, it is
deemed a coinage of a word-formational type.

(NB racing # race(s), loving # love, teaching # education, producing # production etc.)

d) distributional properties

If a word is frequent enough, it is possible to analyse its distributional paradigm. It is self-evident that well-entrenched
nouns manifest very different distributional patterns from that of verbs or ad hoc nominalisations. This is moreover
valid for their compositional properties, i.e. their behaviour in the most common type of word formation in Classical
Chinese. For instance, if a deverbal noun commonly features as let us say the head modified by another noun or by
adjective in compounds, one can be quite sure that is is lexicalised. Thus, xing T - which is clearly lexicalised already
by a derivational suffix from xing — appears 366 times in 127 compounds of this kind, according to Academia Sinica
corpus restricted to more or less purely Warring States texts.



AS Corpus query for actants coded as possessors:

though there is the category Ny, there is no Vy

— semimanual searching:

1) selected characters known to record verbs & nominal POS label
2a) instances with a nominal expression before the nominalised verb
3a) discard cases with pronouns in this position

2b) instances with = before the nominalised verb

3b) sort out only cases with a noun before that =

4) manual processing of the results



Verbs:

1 syntactical @

2 syntactical zhi/qi

3 lexical zhi/qi WOC (> affixal derivation)
Adjectives

1 syntactical )

2 syntactical zhi/qi



lie J& ‘tohunt -

Zou & torun’ -

ai & ‘to love’ —

di % ‘(to be) sad’ —

da X ‘(to be) big’ -

‘that they hunt’

‘hunting’

‘hunt (n.)’

*hunting one, hunter’: only in individual lexicalised cases
*hunted one’: only in individual lexicalised cases
*hunting instrument’: only in individual lexicalised cases
‘that they run’

‘running’

‘run (n.)”?

*running one, runner’: only in individual lexicalised cases
‘that they love’

‘loving’

‘love (n.)’

*loving one, lover’: only in individual lexicalised cases
‘that they are sad’

‘being sad’

‘sadness’

NB ‘sad one’

‘that they are big’

‘being big’

‘bigness’ (only exceptionally ‘size’: normally X/)\)

NB ‘big one’
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to study > studying/studies n.
blue > blue colour/blue dye

straight > straightness

curved > curvedness

even when sun-dried, it does not stretch again
> that it doesn’t stretch again, though sun-dried
to bend > bending

intelligent > intelligence
to behave > behaviour
to make mistake > mistake

tall > how tall they are,
them/their being tall, their tallness

thick > how thick it is,

it/its being thick its thickness
to speak >speech

study + ask > learning

great > how great it is,

it/its being great, its greatness

to educate > education

v.1/3

a.l
a.2

v.1
v.1

a.3
v.3
v.3

a.2

v.3
v.3

a.2

v.1/3
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AR (bt z4) DISSATISFIEDEL] 2
e NPab psych: feeling of dissatisfaction  swi: 1

e VPi: feel (still) unsatisfied swi:1

AR (bl z4) HUNGRYRL) 1

AR (bl z0) INSUFFICIENT 3

e NPab feature: insufficiency (of resources) SwiL: 4
e VPi: be insufficient; suffer insufficiency of resources; suffer famine  swi: 1

e VPt+V[0]: =A~ELA not qualifiedtoV  swL: 0

AR (bu z0) LACKET] 1
BARH# (ying bu zG shu) MATHEMATICAL METHOD 1

AR (bt zi) POORET] 1

o NP{vt{NEG}+V(.adN)} plur: those, who are short of means for living or production

SWL: 2



s EXZAKR B OHE R %

S V | O

S \% | O

AD]Jn prep | 0 ] V

Vv 0OV O
AD]Jn AD]n
This applies to
the fact that the wisest ones do not fail in
making their policy of

showing respect to the competent ones and
employing the able ones.



HEMEF (LY 3.7)

*such is the competition of gentleman (& F ZF& & vel sim.)

the way he competes is gentlemanly

KFRQZ MR AL » HEUR MRS (MZ 4B.24)

’Yingong zhi Tuo is a principled person and the friends whom he chooses must be principled as well.
HPETENZ & vel sim.

HEUR tihim=

The way he chooses friends is surely principled.

Gassmann: Der werte Ta aus dem Stamm der Yin-gong ist eine korrekte

Personlichkeit. Wenn er jemanden Juniorfreundschaft anbot, dann wird dieser bestimmt

korrekt sein.

When he chooses a friend, that friend will surely be principled.



